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food. I have heard statements to the effect
that dozens of loaves of bread have gone
out in the swill, and vegetables as well.
One report stated that £10 worth of peas
went out and were sold in other places
where they should not have been sold.

Mr. Thorn: The military people ave very
eareless with their storage.

Mr., FOX: The farmers will he anxious
to deliver the onions as soon as possible,
if it is valid for the military anthor-
ities to make econtracts with the growers.
It would be better for the crop to
zo through the board which would rezu-
late the flow on to the market, and the
zrower would be obliged to keep the onions
in good order and econdition, and grade
them to the satisfaction of the market in-
spector. There would then be no waste. If,
however, the opnions are delivered in the
way the military people desive this year
there will be considerable waste and shortage
of onions for the eivil population,

My. Thorn: Did not the hoard waive ifs
control a hittle while ago?

Mr. FOX: No. It commences to function
when the main crop comes in. If the mili.
tary authorities take 1,100 tons out of the
estimated crop of 1,800 tons there will not
he a great deal left over for the board to
deal with. The crop might aot total 1,800
tous but only 1,400 or 1,500 tons. 1 would
like the Minister to look into that aspect
and see whether he can do something to
conserve the food supplies for the eivil
population.

There is one other matter on whieh I
would like to say a few words, and that is
the position of the market gardeners. They
are very much coneerned at the present
time with their position, which is on all
fours with that of the farmers. I have
been asked to tell the Minister—in faet I
sent him a letter T received from a gardener
stating that they eannot do much with
voluntary organisation. There has heen
n lot said in the past about compulsory
vnionism. The market gardeners now want
4 little bit of compulsory unionism as well.

Mr., Thorn: Is that Mr. Mountjoy's atti-
tude?

Mr. FOX: No, I do not know him and

have not seen him. They want a small levy
made on all sales in order to help them
organise. It is difficult to do any organis-
ing nnless the organiser has the co-opera-
tion of all the members. A few years ago
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these people endeavoured to form am cnion
board on a compulsory basis. It did not
funetion very well and finally went out of
existence, although quite a number of them
stood by it. The remainder slid out and
sold their onions where they should not
have beenn sold. Thev complain that at the
present time they are having a very rough
deal.  Same vegetable: are over-produced.
T do nol know of any that are under-pro-
duced. We shonld have a system of plan-
ned production. The farmers require some
such system also. It would be hetter if all
the wheat farms were run hy a commis-
sion, such as the Harbour Trust Commis-
sion, and the farmers put in as managers.

My, J. H. Smith: Nationalisation'

Mr. FOX: The same thing ecould be done
with the market gardeners.

A, Seward: Who wounld be in charge of
the rainfall?

AMr. FOX: We should have =a planned
production.  We should know what we want
and the amount we have, and each person
who grows for sale shonld have a quota.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.25 pam.

TLegisiative Council.
Tuesday, 2ith November, 1942.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 2.15

p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—TRATFTIC.

Government Petrol Buses and Stands.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (¥ast) [218]: I
move—

That the Government is deserving of strong
eengure for using petrol-driven omnibuses to
supplement the tramsport serviee to South
Perth and Como when the conservation of

such fuel is a national nceeessity and other
fuel can be used; and, further, this House ob-
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jeets to the regulations of the 1erth City
Council, as to bus stands, having been ignored,
and the over-riding of the parlinmentary de-
cision in rejecting the Ntate Transport Co-
ordination Act Amendment Bill of 1941,
Members will notice that the motion is
counched in very strong terms which, I sub.
mit, are neeessary to meet the position that
arises regarding a CGovermment that has
committed so many transgressions against
different sections of the community, We
know perfectly well that the Government
has shirvked its responsibility to administer
the law and has allowed different sections
to operate unhampered, no mnotice bheing
taken of their actions. That position has
been dealt with in the past. When I find,
however, that, to suit the convenicnee of
the Canning electorate, the Government has
entirely ignored the over-riding decisions of
bodies created to protect the interests of the
people and to conserve the war effort, I re-
gard it as time to take definite action. Yo
doubt the provision of this particular serviee
will meet the convenience of people re-
siding in the localities aflected, hut in such
matters we have fo consider whether the
State is financially strong enough to em-
hark on such a new enterprise.

We must eonsider whether the State is
In a position to single out a particular com-
munify as requiving facilities {0 a greater
degree than another locality; whether faeili-
ties ave already available to meet the re-
quirements of the travelling public; and
whether the institution of a new serviee will
interfere with the country’s war effort. The
new bus serviee from the eity to Canning
Bridge operates over a distance of six
miles and duplicates the serviee provided
by the existing tram service over half that
distance. For a further mile and a half
from Thelma-street, Como, to Canning
Bridge the new hus route is never more
than three blocks awax from the existing
bus serviee operated by privale enterprise.
Tn faet, for one-third of that mile and a
half it actnally runs along the same route
as the existing bus service. The Govern-
ment buses over the Perth-Canning Bridge
route will absorb approximately 33,000 gal.
lons of petrol annually and will nse up 78
tyvres, to say nothing of (he oil and main-
tenanece costs involved. Is this the {ime for
the Government to embark upon sueh a
venture and nse up enormous quantities of
petrol that are vequired so urgently for the
war effort?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W. J. Maon: Do (he
petrot only? '

llon. (. F. BANTER: That is what the
present service will absorh.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Do vou know that
they are wsing produeccr-gas plants as well?

Hon, C. . BAXTER: 1 know what i=
wrong with the hon. member. The buwes
will serve the district in which he lives,

Hon, W, J. Mann: You arve gefting pur-
sonal from the start! That will not get
you anvwherr.

Hon., C. ¥. BAXTER: The hon. mem-
her can have his sav later on.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You will
anything by being personal.

Hon. C... BAXTER : Has the hon. moen-
her finished?

The PRESIDEXT:
has the floor.

Hon. €, F. BAXTER: The Government
hias a very wise policy aimed at influencing
people strongly in favour of iastalling pre-
dueer-gas plants on their vehicles instead of
consuming fuel that mwst necessarily he
congerved for our war cffort, That poliey
is quite all right when it is applied to
others, hut when it is a matter affeeting.
the Goverunent and ils serviees, the pro-
position is guite different, We know that
orders were placed in Britain by Melbourne
interests for chassis, but the people con-
cerned found they were unable to procure
the necessary fuel to put the buses on the
road, and they had to dispose of the vehieles.
FThat appiies where those eoncerned cannot
procure the necessary fuel, but the Govern-
ment 15 in a different position; it has the
authority to secure fuel because it adminis-
ters the Liquid Fuel Control Board. The
Government has not hesitated to take ail-
vantage of that anthority, There is no
douht whatever that

buses  nse

not gain

Order! Mr., Baxter

people who pur-
chased «¢hassis in  England found they
could not take delivery of the bodies

hecanse {hey could not get the necessary
anthority to procuve fucl supplies, and
therefore their activities had to eome to a
Tult stop.

In this conneetion the Minister for Rail-
ways published in the Press a statement
lauding the purehasing of those vehicles.
Why does not the Government u-e
producer-gas when  extending  serviees!
To cater for the nceds of the people resid-
ing in the centre of South Perth, one of the
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bus companies applied to the Government
for permission, as far back as Oectoher of
1938, to deviate its buses along the very
roads the (Government is now using. The
application was refused, despite the unani-
mous approval of the members of the local
road board. When war conditions hecame
serious, the South Perth Road Board cecased
pressing for improved transport, well realis-
ine that an wuminterrupted continuance of
existing facilities would be as much as any
reasonable person could expect. Other in-
levested parties, however, had a different
idlea—that the serviee in question was to be
instituted by hook or by erook, notwith-
standing the need for conservation of mat-
erial and manpower.  Admittedly, South
Perth transport is overloaded during peak
houwrs—as is every other section—but no
nore so than that of any other district at
the present time; in fact, some distriets are
now in a mueh worse position.

Ai the moment the position iz this: The
tramway buses are lavgely filled with pas-
sengers who were previously carried by the
South Perth trams, which are now running
nearly empty. Between 9 am. and 5 p.m.
the average frequeney of hoth bus serviees
from Canning Bridge to Perth is 713
minutes. Let members consider how absurd
that is compared with the much less fre-
quent serviee to the much more thiekly-popu-
lated areas of Hollywood and Wembley, At
the request of the authorities, bus owners
are continually, and also guite willingly,
overhanling schedules in an endeavour to
climinate other than essential running in
order to conserve petrol, tyres, spare parts
and oil. On the other hand, the Government
i+ extending facilities. T understand it is
row the idea of the Government to extend
the bus serviee from the fop of Oshorne Hill
—which is the old name—to Cottesloe, 1
should like to be informed whether the
yumounr in question is Founded oun fact.
Apparently, on the same principle which
lavs down that the lights £rom Government
vehicles do not attract the enemy, petrol,
spare parts, tyres and oil used by the Gov-
ernment are of no moment to our all-in war
effort! The most glaving fault of this sev-
vice is that for 14 miles from the (anning
Rridge terminus it duplieates, and also
altacks, the existing serviee ran by private
enterprise, as I have already explained.
Clearly, this is nothing more than a wasteful
and unwarranfed attack on private center-
prise that pioncered the distriet.
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It may be remembered that in 1924 the
Melvitle and South Perth Road Boards ap-
proached the Government with the request
that it should run a bus service from Perth
to Melville; but the Government would have
nothing to do with the proposal. The two
boards then combined and ealled for tenders
for the service from private bus owners, and
private bns owners have pionecred the dis-
triet ever since. The extra and wholly un-
necessary 14 miles of voute represent an
annnal  aggregate bus mileage of 50,000
miles, requiring 5,000 gallons of petvol and
12 tyres per annum.  Another point on
which there is room for serious objection
is the metbod and manner in which this new
Government bus service has heen instituted.
Western Aunstralia has a State Transport
Co-ordination Board comnstituted under Aet
No, 42 of 1933—the State Transport Co-
ordination Aet. That hoard is charged with
the responsibility of co-ordinating omnibus
{ransport; and, before granting or refusing
to grant any license for n bus serviee, the
board is, by Section 23, required to take into
consideration (he following matters among
others:—

{a} The nceessity for the serviee proposed
to be provided and the convenience which

would be afforded to the publie by the pro-
vision of such serviee:

(b) the cxisting transportation service for
the converance of passengers upon the routea
or within the arca proposed to be served in
relation to—

(i) its present adequacy and possibilities
for improvement to meet all reason-
able public demands; and

{ii}) the effert upon such existing serviec of
the serviee proposed to be provided.

Tt is ohvious that the Transport Co-or-
dination Beard would never have approved
of the existing route: indeed, one of the
prime veasons for the establishment of the
board was to eliminate this fuiile compe-
tition between conflicting interests. Bt
it appenrs that the Transport Board has
heen entively iguored, and has not been
consulted as to the establishment of this
route, just as the Pevth City Councit was
completely ignoved in the selection of the
route’s new and dangerous terminus on the
north side of 8t Geovge's-texvace. I think
every member will agrec that the State
Transport Co-ordination Board is doing a
zood job, not only in co-ordinating trans-
port but in many other ways. If, how-
ever, we are fo have a co-ordinating hoard,
for goodness sake let that board handle
and eo-ordinate this bus voute. It is use-
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less to have sueh a Govermment board if
the manager of the State Tramway De-
partment is 1o be allowed to fHont it.
From a reply given hy the Minister for
Railways te a deputation, T do not think
any ~uch power is neecessary. The Min-
ister meekly said, ‘T <hall have a talk
with Mr. Tavlor abont this."’

I= the Minister for Rallways to carry out
the Government's policy  or is he to allow
Mr. Taylor (o earry out any policy he
please=!  In this connection it may he
remembered that in September of last yveary
the Legislative Conneil defeated a Bilt to
amend the State Transpori (‘o-ordination
Aet in =ueh 0 manner as to exelude (ov-
ernment huses and Government bus routes
from the operation of that Aet, and also
from the conivol of the Transport Ca-or-
dination Board. The objeet was to extend
power ta My, Taxlor to set up anether

control, whereas the only means of sue-
cessful  supervision iz to have {he one
contralling hady in the Rtate. T the

operation of that hody was so soeecessful,
why introdnee any ather eontrolling body ?
In its eighth veport to Parliament, for ihe
vear onded the 30th June, 141, the Trans-
port Board touched upon (his question in
paragraphs= 32 to 56, veading as follows:—

52, With the intvoduction to servive by fhe
tovernment of motor omnihuses, the question
arese as to the effect on their operation of the
provigions of the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Aet, 1933-40, and the necessity or other-
wise for the issue of licenses or permits by the
Western Australian Transport Board,

53, There were two aspeets to be considered,
namely ;—

{a) the use of the omnibuses in conjunction
with established tiamway or troiley-
bus serviecs;

(b) their use for the convevance of special
parties or other passengers to places
situated remote from the area affected
Ny the operation of the tramway sys-
tent.

a4, In regard to the first point, the State
Transpert Co-ordination Act iz somcewhat am-
biguous in the detinition of the term *‘tram-
way.'? Recourse must be had to the provisiens
of the Government Tramways Aet.  As the
latter provides foy the operation of motor
omnibuses in emjunction with the tramway
system, it has been ruled that the Government
motor enmibuses may be included in the term
“tramway’’ and are not therefore, subject to
control hy the Transport Boarl.

35, Where the Government operates its
omuibuses heyond the effective area of the
tramway system, it is the board’s opinion that
those vehicles are not then operating ‘‘in con-
junction with the Lramway system.’?

[COUNCIL.}

That applies (o thi~ present hus route.

If this view is correct—and, in effeet, Par-
Iament has reeently expressed its agreement
by refusing the pasz-age of an amending Bill
designed to plaee the  vebicles heyond  the
hoard s control—it will be necescury for the
Tramway Department to obtain permits he-
fure operating.

Ak, The matter of poliey in thiv regard is
ae for determination by Parliminent, but it
is felt that a division of vontrol, while plaring
the beard and the Government in an invidions
position shonld the department conduet trips
for which private operators have heen refused
permits, woull not teml towards the effective
co-ordination of transport for which the State
Transport Co-ordination Avt was designed.

The hoard referred to a determination
by Parliament, but there was no such de-
termination.  What did the (Government
think of it? As with other matters of this
kind, it was swept aside. The Govern-
ment was not econcerned with what this
House thought., When the Bill was before
us on the 23wl September last year the
Chief Seervetary said—

The Government is anxious to give the hest
possible service to the people in those districts
heing served by the Government at the present
time. The Government has ne intention ot
competing with private enterprise. Appar-
ently quite 2 number of the members of this
Chambey are of the opinion that the word of
the Government is not worth very mueh,

T thought the statement was corrveet. The
Government was not going to interfere with
private enterprise! Yet the fivst thing it did
after that was to mterfere with private
enterprise. Iowever, that is not the ground
of my contention. What I ohjeet to is the use
of publie funds to porchase extra buses and
the nse of petrol, rubher and other things
necessary for the wor effort. That is the
mest important point.  As T said, that Bill
was thrown out. The remarks of the hoard
on this matter put the position in a nut-
hell. When the Couneil threw out the
amending Bill of last year, it did so with
the intention that the Tramway Department
would have to obtain a permit from the
hoard hefore operating huses and in this
vonnection paragraph 33 of the hoard’s ve-
port is very pevtinent,

The wisdom of paragraph 56 of the re-
port is unavguable, and the sooner Parlia-
ment and the Government make it eleay to
the manager of the Tramway Department
that the Transport Co-ordination Board i= to
bhe the sole authority for determining bus
routes in the metropolitan area, the hetter
it will be for all eoncerned. Then only can
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we look for real cg-ordination in transport
and the elimimation of all wasteful and wn-
necessary services, | now propose to refer
to the committec, representing three seetions
of the people, that was appointed hy the
Government to deal with bus stands in St
(leorge’s-terrace. Tt was a committee of
the Government's ereation, but one of which
the Government has taken not the slightest
notice in this instance. At the time, its rve-
commendation was accepted; and it has
worked satisfactorily ever sinee. I quote from
the report of that committee as follows:—

In consequence of a request from the Trans-
port Board that a committee of three, repre-
sentative of the Transport Board, the Traflie
Department, and the Perth City Couneil, shouid
give consideration to the whole question of
stands and starting and terminal peints for
omnibuses in the City of Perth we, the mem-
bers appointed to that commiitee, desive to
state that we have fully considered this matter
and beg to submit our report and recommen-
dations hereunder:

At the outset it was unanimously agreed
that the convenicnee of the general travelling
public should have preference to that of private
car gwners in respect to parking faeilitios in
the streets.

During the dcliberations of your committee,
a deputation was received from representatives
of the Omnibus Proprictors® Association, and
full consideration wns given to various sug-
gestions and requestz made by them.

I do not propese to deal with the whole of
the committee’s veport, but only with ex-
fracts. The report states—

Buses Operating to and from the East of the
City.

Considerable thought has leen given to the
starting and terminal points of those onmi-
huses operating between the city and distriets
enst thereof.

Under present conditions it is abvious that
many disabilities and mueh confusion exist and
it is agreed that a much better arrangement
would be to abolish the existing stamd for
those buses on the north side of St. George's-
terrace between the old post office Luildings
and Pier-street and provide a stand in lieu
thereof on the opposite side of the rondway.

Here passengers coming to the city wonld
alight and the buses would then leave the city
via Barrack-street, Riverside-drive, Vietoria-
avenue gnd continue eastwards along Adelaide-
terrace.

That was the reeommendation of the com-
mittee set np for that purpose and it has
worked very well indeed over sinee. Now
a state of chaos exists there. T come to
another body that had representation on
that committee, at was charged with the
contrel of the «city area. I refer
to the Perth City Council. It is n hody that
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should not he lightly interfered with by
any Government depavimenl. The Govern-
ment shounld establish a very valid reason
For any course of acfion laken and no such
aetion  should be taken nutil after con-
silevation by that body. Ilu this instance
no such consuderation was given, apart from
the fact that a depotation was received by
the Minister. The organisation was simply
flouted and the Tramway Departiment went
stroight nhead with its project. On the 2nd
QOctoher, 1942, the Perth City Conneil de-
cicled to enter a sivong protest to the Miu-
ister against (he loealion of a stand for
four ommnibuses for the Government South
Perth route on the narth side of St, Grorge’s-
terrace, east of Barrvaek-sivect, and that a
deputation from the couneil should wait
upoit the Minister and submit the eouncil’s
views: further, that the Minister he asked
whether or not an ever-riding authovity had
heen vested i the management of the Tram-
way Department over the rights of the City
Council, That is exactly what has heen done.

The lollowing letter, dated the 22nd
October, was sent to the Minister:—

It is noted from the daily Presa that the
Tramway Department has placed four ommi-
huses on the South Perth servive, commencing
on Sunday Tast, and that the starting point for
sueh hnses has heen fixed on the northern side
of Nt. (leorge’s-terrace, cast of Bareack-street
in frout of the Treasury buililing.

This eouneil is vory mueh econeerned in ve-
gard to this aetion, and at the erdinary meet-
ing held yesterday a strong protest was ve-
corded. [ an: instructed to point out that
mndey Section 180 (413 (a) of the Mu_ni(-ip:ll
Corporations Act the appointing of stands fov
passenger vehicles, which inehmle any onmibus
or tramway car, is o matter for the ecouneil.
Tn the opinion of fhe coumeil the existing
stand on the southern site of St. Grorge's-
terrace could e extended eastwurd to accom-
modate the new service provided by the Gorv-
evument, and it i3 considered that it would he
n retrograde step if the commencing point for
vortain passenger vehicles were fixed on the
northern side of this thoroughfare, This would
mean  that  the Govermuent  vehicles would
travel in the opposite direetion to all the pri-
vately-owned services which operate eastwards
of the city.

The bus stamda in 8t. George’s-terrace were
removed  from the northern to the southern
end of the street in 1937 with the approval of
the Traflic Department and the Transport
Board. Tu January last the Tramsport Donrd
forwarded to the couwcil a letter which had
heen received from Inspector Campbell of the
Traflie Department, in which he stated that the
Tramway Department desired to add five bnges
to the transport service to and from Como and
Camning Bridge, which swould necessitate atlo-
eating  extra  stands in 8t. George’s-terrace
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cast of Barrack-street.  Inspector Campbell
recommended that all the bus stands at pre-
sent on the south side of the street he re-
moved to the northern side.

Now we have the Traffic Department re-
versing the deeision arrived at by its own
representative  and  approved of by the
Transpert Board and the City Council!
Does that not look as if it were planned
to cover up the removal of the buses to the
other side of the street? The running of
the commercial buses at present is very con-
venient to the publie. They come up from
1he east on the south side of the street, take
a turn round Barrack-street, without erossing
cther traffie, and ran down Barrack-street
into Riverside-drive. There is no interfer-
enee with traflie going in other directions.
But the Tramway Department must have ils
buses on a different plane! They must
come From the opposite direction, namely,
Just where therve is already sufficient con-
gestion on aceount  of the Riverside-drive
traffic!

Hon. W, J, Mann: Do not be funny!

Ilon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Anything detri-
moental to the hon. member is fanny.

The PRESIDENT: Ovder!

Hop. W. J. Mamn: T am telling the hon.
member—

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: T should like to
et rid of that parvot-like ery!

The PRESIDEXT: Order! I cannot
hear what the hon. member is saying. I
nust ask members to keep order.

Hon, C. T'. BAXTER: The Tramway De-
partment is making this arvangement not-
withstanding that it iz in  opposition to
existing traffic down DBarrack-strect  and
along Riverside-drive. Tts buses wonld have
to take a right hand turn aeross Barrack-
street, one of the most congested aveas in
the city, and wheve there is alveady only
a limitml amount of accommodation avail-
able. The letter continues—

The matter was folly considered by the
couneil, but they were unahle to agree for the
reagons set out heveunder:-—

1, Omnibuses entering the eity via Riverside-
drive would have to cross o tram line adjacent
to the foot of Barvack-strveet, therehy creating
2 danger point at this interscetion,

3, There woulil be eonsidevable traflie con-
gestion in Barrack-street hetween the Esplan.
ade and St. George’s-terroee, which would re-
sult in a wastage of fuel caused hy the stop-
ping and starting of the hwses, and, in addi-
tion, the buses would have to eontend with
the vebicnlar and podestrian  traffie  cutting
across Barrack-street at its  junetions with
Riverside-drive and the Esplanade.

[COUNCIL.]

3, The tram line on the western side of
Barrack-street, betweer St. George’s-terrace
and the Esplanade, is so close to the kerb
that it will not permit with safety the passage
of buses between the trams and the kerb in
this section.

4, Tt would Le necessary for the buses to
make a right hand turn at the corner of Bar-
rack-street and St. George's-terrace, which is
considered highly undesirable from a traffie
point of view,

5, It is understood that one of the reasons
for desiring the change is that the approach on
to the Causeway at Riverside.drive is contrary
to all traffic laws

Right through there is trouble with this
particulur route, that from the Causeway.
The letter continues—

From information supplied it appears that
during the past four years there has been only
one bus eollision at this point, in spite of the
fact that during that period approximately 150
buses per day proceed eastwards along River-
side-drive to the Causeway.

I now eome to another point dealing with
poles and other ohstructions in the streets.
The Tramway Department does not seem
to recognire the right of the City Couneil
to eontrel matters of that description
whevens, in fact, the city streets are defin-
itely nnder the control of the ecouncil.
\Without the permission of the City Coun-
cil, and without the consent of that body
ever having been asked, hus-stop posis
Lave been crected on the footpaths in St.
Gieorge's-ferrance and Adelaide-terrace as

well as along Riverside-drive. The coun-
cil strongly objects o that aection hy
the Tramway Department. For many

vears the City Couneil hos endeavoured to
have as many poles and obstructions as
possible removed from the streets, and as
a result of that campaign a great improve-
ment in the eity streets has been achieved.
Tt is to be hoped that ail authorities will
co-operate with the ecouncil in the en-
deavour te keep the city streets as far as
possible free from ohstructions.

An inspeetion of St (leorge’s-terrace
and Adelaide-terrace veveals that only in
one case was it necessatry that a new post
should be ereeted. In all other instances,
an adjacent post could have been used. I
hope that all unneceszary posts will be re-
moved. The erection of o number of new
psts was entively unnecessary, as was the
expense involved. Why ereet a number of
unsightly posts when bus-stop signs eould
be erectedl ot posts that are already in
place? Some of these Government depart-
ments feel it is their doty to go to the
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limit. Al they had to do was to approach
the City Couneil. They could have come
te an arrangement whereby bus-stop signs
were placed on the posts that had already
been erected by the City Council, without
erecting a number of extra unsightly posts,
and without ncwrring the additional ex-
penditure. This is one of the worst cases
1 have ever known of so many authorities
being overlooked. TFirst and most im-
portant, Parliament has been ignoved. In
no unmistakable terms this House rejected
the Bill to which I have referred, and de-
clared that the Government must not
ereate any olher aunthority to deal with
routes for buses. Withiu 12 months, how-
ever, the Government ignored the very de-
finite stand taken hy this House.

Hon, J. Cornell: 1 did not kngw that
that was the object of the Bill.

Hon. €. . BAXTER: Of counrse it was!

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member read
that into the measure.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Permission was
obtained, under the amendment to the
Tramways Act, to run bhuses in connection
with the tramway serviee. The full effect
of that was not known to many of us. The
route in question goes outside the {ram-
way serviee. Forthermore, the effect of
that policy was to rob an existing system,
which iz owned by the publie, and which
cost a lot of money fo lay down and main-
tain. The Government has established the
new system and gone far beyond assisting
the tramway service. Tt is now in opposi-
tion to private enterprise, which helped in
a large degree to find the taxation neces-
sary to keep our roads in repair. The City
Council, as I have =aid, is in charge of
the city streets, and has alveady provided
bus signs on its own posts. The tram-
way authorities bave completley ignored
the Transport Board, which indeed was never
consulted about the change, and has also
zone outside the seope permitted nnder the
Tramways Aet.

A speeial committee was appointed by
the Government. It must bave heen ap-
pointed by the Government, becanse the
Transport Board asked that that should he
done. The commitfee was vepresentative
of the three important sections concerned,
the Transport Roard, the Traffie Depart-
ment and the Perth City Couneil. Tt
recommended  that the buses should bhe
stationed on the zouth side of the Terrace.
That eourse has proved to be wise, and has
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worked smoothly and satisfactorily right
through, We now find that that eom-
niiltee has been ignored. The Government
has established the buses on the oppouite
side of the thoroughfare in such a way as
to interfere with the existing traffie, and
to increase the congestion in that part of
the city. T say the (lovernment is deserv-
ing of censure. The figures I have given
were provided by experts. Whether the
total quantity of fucl consumed is 23,000
or 33,000 gallons, it is a large quantity
which may be required for the war cffort
before the slvuggle has ended. It was
wrong al this juncture to establish a line
of buses that required liquid foel. Had
it heen necessary to establish that line at
all it should have heen made up of vehicles
using producer-gas, which is actually the
poltey of the Government. If that is the
vight poliey so far as private people are
concerned, it is right {hat it shall he fol-
lowed by the Government; but when it
comes o applying it to the Government,
the poliey is ignored.

On wmotion by the Chief Seeretarv. de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—STATE (WESTERN AUS-
TRALIAN) ALUNITE INDUSTRY
PARTNERSHIP,

Reecived from the Assembly and read a
first Lime.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES (RE-
SERVE FUNDS).

Read a third time and rveturned to the
Assembly with amendments,

MOTION—COMMONWEALTH AND
STATE RELATIONSHIPS.

Ads to Referendum Proposals.

Debate resumed from the 19th November
an the following motion by Hon. A
T"homson :—

1, That this House strenuously opposes the
alteration of the Federal Constitution as pro-
posed by the Federal Government, on the fol-
lowing grounds:—

(n) That the suggested amendments sre ap-
parently not genuuninely aimed at ncces-
sary alterations to the Federal Con-
stitution but will undoubtedly have
the effect of ultimately destroving the
Federial system of the voluntary union
of six sclf-governing and sovercign
States.
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(b) That such proposuls are designed to
bring about unification, camounflaged
a8 a war necessity, They would re-
sult in a distinet breach of faith with
the States, which enfered into o Fed-
eral union, and would not only bhe de-
structive of the best interests of
Western Australia, but of every other
State of the Commpuwcalth,

{¢) That it ia impossible to govern Austra-
lin wigely and justly by a luge
burcauerney controlled from Canbevra,
and that the passage of sweh pro-
posais would only c¢loud the foture of
Australin by bitter home rule agita-
tions from its distant parts,

{d) That while this country is fighting for
its very existence and people’s minds
are distracted by the war, it is in the
highest degrec improper to divide the
nation by highly coutroversial ques-
tions. With the people agnin leading
normal lives frec from the stress of
war enotions in a period of ¢alm rea-
soning and clear thinking, a genwine
verdict might be obtained,

(¢} That the Commenwenlth Government at
present  possesses  ample  powers  to
deal with all matters arising out of
the war, and these powers could, hy
areangement with the States (if neces-
sary), be exteaded for o period after
the war.

2, That Westeru  Australian  members  of
both State and Federal Houses, and all West-
ern Australian citizens, e wrged to defeat
the Federal proposals.

3, That the Premier be reguested to for-
wurd this resolution to the Prime Minister and
the Premiers of the other States,

fo whieh the Chicf Secretary had moved
an amendment as follows:—

That all the words after the initinl word
“‘That'’ in line 1 be struek ont and the words:
—'‘in the opinion of this House the present
time of war iv inopportune for n referendumn
dealing with an alteration in the Common-
wealth Conatitution, and this Honse considers
that awn endeavour should he made ta rearh
agreenent between the Commonwealth und the
States for powers to be referved to the Com-
monwealth, under paragraph XXXNVII of See-
tion 51 of the Commonwealth Coastitution, for
post-war reconstruction prohlems. Further,
that if, after the holding of the fortheoming
convention, amendments to the Constitution are
considered necessavy, they be limited to speei-
fic additional legislative powers reguired for
post-war reconstruction proposals for a limited
period of years only'’ inserted in lieu.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropulitan)
13.3): Thix is a matter in which the prople
will have to take a hand at an carly date,
and in the interests of this State, T think
jt would he wise for the Counncil to pass a
motion which will he of assistance to the
Premior and the Leader of the Opposition

who ave acting on owr behatf. T suzgesl
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that ihe position weunld be covered more
clearly ihan by the motion or the ameond-
ment before the House or the further amend-
ment indicated by Mr. Thomson if it read
0y follows:- -

That this House strenuously opposes the

alteration of the Federul Constitution as pro-
posvd by the Federat Government and iy of
opinion that the present time of war is in-
opportune for n referendum dealing with an
alteration of the Commonwealth Constitution,
and views with the utmost alavm the propesals
contained in the Bill now hefore the Federal
Parliament entitled the Constitution Alteration
(Wir Aims and Recenstroction) Bill,
Any motion passed hy this House and any
proposzals te he placed before the people
should be couched in the elearest possible
language and  without any cmbellishment.
My mind govs hack to the yvear 1900 when,
after working strennously for wecks in op-
position to the proposal for federation, 1
proudly voted against it,  Whether 1 did
vight or wrong may be questioned by many
people, but 1 have never felt happy under
Federation. From the very inception this
Stute received o very raw deal indeed. This
way be due to the fact that T am primarily
a manufacturer. I say “primarily” beeanse
I ¢laim to be interested also in farming and
various sidelines, My experience in those
directions has often helped me to fave a
given question from aun angle eutirely dif-
terent from that whieh 1 might olherwise
have adopted. On my 21st birthday 1 voted
against Federation. [U was fhe it time 1
had cver cxercised the vote

Hon. .1, Cornell: How did vou get on the
roll?

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: By heing honest
and straigltforward. T went to the rveturn-
ing officer and explained that I would be
21 vears of age hefore the vote was
faken and considered [ was entitled to he
enrolled. My eard was held until the last
minute and 1 was put on the voll. The late
My, Adams, the then headmaster of the Fre-

mantle Boyvs' Sehool, was the veturning
officer. Probably Mr. Miles  will  re-
member  him,  That  period  then  vepve-
sented one-third of wmy life; 1 have

added two-thirds to that, T repeat that in
the 42 wvears of Federation | have never
heen happy under it. T wonld not go so
far as to suggest that we should attempt
to amend the present order of thing=, That
would he impossible, nnd, if possible, wounld
he quite wrong in exisling conditions, lmf
I foel it is o pity that after the action taken
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by a section of the community a few yenvs
ago, something more did not result. By
reverting to those days, I may he treading
on dangerous ground. I need not mention
the word that probably every member has
on his lips, hut I think we should have got
a little further when that issne was hefore
the people.

I am justified in paying a tribute to the
far-seeing men who were the leaders of that
movemeni—men who were wise enough to
appreciate just what would happen and is
happening today. They saw the trend of
events from that distanee, and what they
foretold is eoming to pass or will come to
pass unless we put wp a steenuous fight.
Having gone so far, 1 am justited in say-
ing that the men I vefer to arve the late
My, MeCallum Smith and Mr. H. K. Wat-
son. They puat np a wonderful fight for
this State, and, judging by the orgon-
ising ability displayed by Mr. Wat-
son on that oecasion, I think there is no
person in the State more fitted to under-
take the organising of a compaign against
the carrying of the proposed veferendum.
Seemingly it is almost certain that a ve-
ferendum will be held. Unfertunately, onr
delegates will be able to do verv little.

Hon. A. Thomson: They may be permit-
ted to make a suggestion.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Yes, but whether
it will he earried into effeet is another mat-
ter. What ean he the outcome of a con-
vention such as the one being held at pre-
sent? The personnel has lbeen nominated
by the Commonwealth Government, which is
putting up the proposals. In the words of
our Premier, what chanee is there of doing
much when, in the opinion of himself and
of most people, the whole matter was eut
and dried long before they could arrive in
Canberra. Unless this State is alive to the
sitnation, before we know where we are,
what few powers remain to the States under
the existing Constitution will be wafted
away.

I intend to touch principally on the in-
dustrial position as it affeets this Stale
under the powers taken by the Common-
wealth Ctovernment. If we consider the
industrial position pertaining today under
the Court of Arbitration, the unjustified
interference with working conditions and
wages in this State by the Commonwealth
is a muech more serious matter than most
people realise. This State has not had
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the opportunity ef industrial development
that some of the larger Siates have had;
they have progressed at the expense of the
smaller States. This has been made pos-
sible hy their larger populations and larger
outputs. Consequently many of the indus-
trial regulations promulgated by the Com-
monweaith Government affeet this State
much more severely than they do the larger
manufacturing States. By a mere wave of
the magie wand, the Federal authorities,
¢xereising the powers they now have, re-
cently created a YWheat Harvesting Com-
mission, which was empowered to fix wages
and working econditions in the farming in-
dustry. To say the least of it, those wages
and conditions have caused eonsternation in
the industry throughout the Jlength and
breadth of the Commonwealth.

tion. C. B. Williams: And among whom9

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Those whom i
afteets.

Hon, C. B, Williams: You should saj
that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: It is a differeni
position when some alteration is made tc
wages or working conditions in an industry,

Hon. A, Thomson: A manufacturing in-
dustry.

Hon, L. B, BOLTON: Yes. In most of
those instonees it is possible for the manu.
facturer to “pass on the buek,” as it i
termed. Unfortunately, in the farming in
dustry that is entively ont of the question
There is no possible hope, under preseni
conditions, of the “buck being passed on”
to the purchaser of the farmer’s commodi
ties. For the moment, I shall hald a brief
for the farming eommunity,

Hou. A, Thomson: You should, as you
are a farmer.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes. 1 feel justi-
fied in doing so, because to the best of my
ahility T have endeavoured in my farming
pursuits to cost my farming products in the
same way as I cost the products of myj
factory, I may be perhaps pardoned for
saying so, hut I have a knowledge not pos
sessed by many farmers of what it eost:
te grow a bushel of wheat or a bushel of
barley or a pound of wool. I have care
folly studied over the years that I haw
been farming the cost of eaeh item, and ]
say that the position created by the Har
vesting Commission—it would probably b
wrong for me to express it in the way |
would like to do—is altegether ludicrous
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To ask farmers Lo pay, as they are ordered
to do by this Commission, €7 18x, 6d. per
week to a harvester, header or tractor hand,
aud ai the same time to offer only 11d.
per Lashel for harley ai the port of ship-
ment, is judicrous. In case somcbody re-
minds me, I notice in today’s issue of “The
West Ausiralian” thal some relief has heen
afforded in this direction. IHowever, hut
for fthat relief granted yesterday, the
farier would hove had to pay a harvester,
hoacder or tractor hand €7 18s, 6d. per week
to harvest his barley or wheat, and the
week would consist of 48 hours.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Approximately
how many weeks would the worker he en-
gaged?

Hen. L. B. BOLTON: By a farmer like
myself.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Yes,

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Fifty-lwo weeks
a vear.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not harvesting.

Ilon. L. B. BOLTOXN: If he is not har-

vesting, then he is ploughing, seeding ov
cultivating. He is working the whole year
round. There are many farmers employing
men in that way. I am only one of them.
My, Hamersley, who visited the couniry
with me over the week-end, knows there are
many farmers employing regular hands.

Hon. C. B. Williams intevjected.

The PRESIDENT: Ocder! I must ve-
mind the hon., member that Mr. Belton is
addressing the Chair.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
=ome facts from him.

The PRESTDINT:
svill proceed.

IIon. L. B. BOLTOXN: T shall mention
the hurley position, heeanse that is ~o extra-
werdinary that T deem it wise lo wing it
1o {the notice of wmembhers.  The same work-
ing conditions wel wages apply to the wheat
indu~try, tut oven in this industry the
farmer is very liltle better off. I do
not particulavty hold & bhrief for the hig
farwer. T helieve in the policy that en-
vournges and assists the small farmer, bul
1 wander where this amd ome of the other
States of the Commonwealth would he io-
day werr it not for some of the big farmers,
«nnie of the so-ealled St. George’s-terrace
Psimers. These farmers have for many
vears grown a lapge proportion of  our
wheat. What is the position today of the
big farmer who harvests 30,000 or 40,000

T am trring to get

Order! Mr. Bolton

[COUNCIL.)

bushels of wheat, a~ some do? Speaking
personally, I often harvest 20,000 to 30,000
bushels. I am to receive, or I hope to receive—
nothing is sure in these times: the farm-
ing industry has been promised so many
wanders—anything from 3s. 10d. ¢o 4s. per
bushel for the first 3,000 bushels, and 2=
per bushel for the remainder. I helieve it

is Ts. 10d. for bulk wheat.
Hon. A Thowmson: It is 3s. 10d. and
I, TOd.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: A few days ago
I was =peaking to a farmer who expeets to
harvest 34000 bushels of wheat. He has
large furming interests in the Wongan
Hills  and Northam districts. He was
forlunate enough to have a family of sons,
who aszisted to develop his farms, I may
add with the help of the farmer’s cheque
book, which is often very wseful in mat-
ters of this kind. FYor the 30,000 bushels
to he harvested this vear the farmer will
be paid ds. 10d, for the first 3,000 bushels
and 1s. 1. for the remainder. How can
that farmer hope 1o harvest his erop profit-
ably and at the same time pay the wages
laicl down by the Wheat Harvesting Com-
misston? Tl would be better for him not
lo harvest the crop.

It would pay him much better, if it is
poessible for him to carry suflicient sheep.
to utilize the e¢rop for feed. But many of
of our furmers today have no theep; thew
have not the water, nor are their proper-
ties Tenced. Personally, it does not affect
nme from that angle. Had not the barley
position changed as it haz todax, then de-
finitelv T wounld not have harvested my
barley erap. Tt would have paid me better
to levve it and utilise it for feed. XNot-
withstanding that the Commonwealth. Cov-
ernment has all the powers (hat it requives
at present, it is asking for more. God
only knows what max bappen to a State
like Western Anstralia if the (‘omnon-
wealth Government =eenves those additional
POWers,

Ton. Y. Seddon: Wounld vou give us an
iden of what the increased cost would he
in vour caze?

Hon. 1.. B, BOLTOXN: That i< a matler
reqitiving a littte theught. T speak now
from my knowledae of my own district.
The average waewe of a harvester hand or
a tractor-driver has heen €3 to £3 102 a
week and keep, so that ons eonld reckon
on the harvesting costs being doubled in
conseruence of the rates of pay fixed by
the Wheat Havvesting Commission.
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Hon. T. Moore: How many weeks would
a man take to harvest 1,000 bags?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Might I say that
the hon. member interjecting knows how
long it would take! He also knows that
it depends on many cirenmstances.

Hon. T. Moore: Give nws a general esti-
mate.

Hon, L. B. BOLTOX: Supposing the
weather is against the farmer, he may, as
Mr. Moore knows, not put his harvester
into the erop for a fortnight.

Hon. T. Moorve: Take a general average.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: A month, with a
tractor and header.

Hon. T. Moore: So yenr wages are fixed
for a wmonth.

Hon. L. 3. BOLTON: Thai i3 ridicnlous.
Replying to an earlier interjection by Mr.
Williams, 1 peinted out that it is nonsense
to assert that a harvester hand would be
engaged for only one month, or that
workers would he employed for only two
or three months of the vear. Work has to
bhe found for them for the whole year and
is often so found hy wmost of the hig
larmers.

Hon. T. Moore: You arve missing the
point.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Pardon wmy con-
tradieting the hon. member, but all the
hands on a farm are affected—stack-
huilders, harvester hands, tractor-drivers;
in fact, every person working on a farm.
The lowest rate per hour provided in the
Comunission’s award is 2s. 3d.

Hon. T. Moore: For a month.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Nothing of the
sort, at least, not in my opinion. Turn-
ing now to secondary industries, T would
remind memhers of this State’s unfortun-
ate experience regarding development or
assistance by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, other than assistance rendered to
State trading concerns. In my opinion, it
is quite eertain that the powers-that-be
in Canberra have no idea of the require-
ments of this State as a whole. Another
matter against which we Western Aus-
tralians must be guarded is the manner in
whieh the questions will be set out in the
referendum paper. I think that we, repre-
genting the people of the State, should
pledge ourselves to do everything in our
power to place the issne clearly hefore the
electors, so that in the event of the referen-
dum being held the people will thoroughly
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understand what they will give away if they
support the Commonwealth Government in
its requests. For the life of me, I cannot
see that any additional powers are required
by the Commonwealth Government, So far
as I ean gather, the Commonwealth Govern-
meng, if it feels it wants some power, simply
takes it. 1f there is any alteration or any-
thing at all detvimental to this or the other
States that the Commeonwealth Government
jmagines it wants, i1t immediately issues a
National Scenrity Regulation to obtain it.
What is going to be the position in the busi-
ness world very soon? What do we find?

Daily some business or other is being, if
not pushed right out of existence, at least
ereatly redueed. Many such firms gave am
undertaking to veinstate men who are at
present serving their country on their return
to freedom. Many of these men are back
loday, but in some nstances—I could quote
specific instunces—it is utterly impossible
for the fam to re-employ those men. At
the time it scemed quite fair and reasonable
lo promise them reinstatement; but today,
owing to interference by the Minister for
War Organisation of Industry, firms mve
quite unable to reinstate their former
workers. That position is brought about by
the Commonwealth Government itself. Why
additional powers should be given to it is
quite beyond me. I shall oppose them as
vigorously as possible. It all boils down to
unification and the nationalisation of all in-
dustries, In my opinion that is what is
behind the whole movement. Tt appears to
me that the Commonwealth Government is
using its powers to harass in every direc-
tion the large industries throughout Aus-
iralia. That unfortunately does not apply
enly to this State. Sooner or later—and I
am not the only one to hold this view—I
feel that we will wake up one morning to
find that a National Security Regulation
has been promulgated wiping out all State
Parliaments, mnot only the Legislative
Couneils.

Hon. J. Cornell: That will come before
the Commonwealth Military Forees are
made a part of the ALF.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: That may be, but
in my opinion that is what will happen.
This State must he wary and de its utmost
1o defeat the proposals which will be placed
before the people. I have nothing further to
add, other than to say that while I do not
suggest any alteration to the motion, T feel
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that had it been couched in the words 1
have mentioned, it would bave covered the
whole matter. 1 intend to unse every power
I possess to oppose the Commonwealth
Government's request.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-

Suburban}: The more one examines the
Commonwealth Government’s Bill azainst

which we are protesting today, the more
one realises that it is loaded with dynamite.
If it becomes an Act, I am perfeetly cer-
tain the Attorney QGeneral will touch off
the fuse and blow wide open the whole of
our Commonwealth Constitution and thu-
destroy the federal characier of our charter.
When one commences to read Subsection (2)
of proposed new Section G0A of the Federal
Bill, one sees that if it becomes an Aet the
Commeonwealth Parliament, sitting in Can-
herra, will have power to do anything it
wishes. The proposed Subsection (1)
states that the Bill is for the purposc of
giving Parliament full power to make laws
to carry into effect the war aims and ob-
jeets of Australia. Without limiting the
wenerality of that provision, the Bill goes
on to declare that—

the power of the Parliament shall extenid to
all mecagures which, in the declared opinion of
the Parliament, will tend to achieve economie
security and social justice . ...

That simply means that so long as the
Commonwealth Parliament makes, as a pre-
amble to any of its Bills, the statement that
it is the declared opinien of the Parliament
that the enactment will, in effect, achieve eco-
nomic¢ security and social justice, then any-
thing can be passed. The High Court will
have no jurisdiction bhecause any appeal
would come back to this all-embracing sec-
tion. The Bill goes on to give 14 examples
of the aims and objects that the reconstrue-
tion proposal seeks to cover. Tt ix all poh-
tieal window-dressing and balderdash! it
is simply to hide the real facts contained
in Subsection {2) of the proposed new Hec-
tion 60A.  What is worrying me is this:
What will be the attitude of vur Premier in
Melbourne today and tomorrow! In his
speech in another place he clearly indicated
his opposition to this constitutional amend-
ment. The Chief Sceretary, in an extremely
~tatesmanlike speeeh in this House last
Thursday, indicated his position, T take it
that those two speeches represent the
opinion of the State Government. Now we
read that at a Federal Conference of the
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Australian Labour Party, held in the East-
ern States, a motion was passed to the effect
that the AL.P. would support the amend-
ment proposed in this Bill. We find, at
our own A.L.P. meeting held in Perth, that
a similar resolution has been passed and
that the Labour Party supports the amend-
ment.

Houn. J. Cornell: They included some re.
servation.

Hon, J. A, DIMMITT: Yes, but T under-
stand the party took the Premier to task
for his attitude as indicated in his speech.
Tn view of that, which of the {wo masters
is he going to serve? That is the question I
ask myself, and that is why this House
needs to’ be emphatic in its attitude, so as
to spur the Premier on to ecarry out the
mandate given him by the Legislative
Assembly and one which I hope this House
will also give. Reverting to the passing of
the resolution at the A.L.P, conference in
Melbourne, it is interesting to note that it
was passed by 18 votes to 16. If the whole
of the party supports the movement, it is
representing a very slender majorvity. It
has Dheen stated in the Press—and I under-
stand this is Dr. Evati’s suggestion—that if
the States will not agree to the constitu-
tional amendment as proposed in his Bill,
he would like, and ask the States to make,
concrete proposals.

I hope the Premier will not make con-
crete proposals of a character that may not
sait this Parlinment. I trust that any pro-
posals to he made by our representatives
at the conference {o be held at Melbourne
will he subject to parliamentary econ-
Grmation, and that the matter will be re-
ferred back to us for eonsideration. YWhat
I objeet to is the Goebells-like attitude of
the Federal Attorney General. On the last
two Sundays news flashed over and over
agnin over the notional broadeasting sta-
tions that Dr. Evatt would he speaking at
such and such a time. At the appointed
time Dr. Evatt poured his poisonous propa-
ganda cver the air. At present it is one-
wuy fraffie.  The people who are opposed
to it are not given the privilege of using
the national stations. The framers of the
Bill are allowed that liberty, and the people
ave paying for it.

Hon. (. W. Miles: And they talk ahout
the liberty of speech!

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: There is no
liberty of speech for the hon. member,
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Several momtbers interjected.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: If he or I wish
to speak to the publie, we must talk over
a “B7 cluss station. It simply means that
the Federal Attorney General is  building
up his propaganda along the lines of Hit-
ler in “Mein Kampf” The principle laid
down there is that provided one tells one's
lie over and over again, the people will take
it as a siatement of fact. We, in West-
ern Australia, must set out to edueate the
publie mind and build up our own pre-
puaganda if we wish to preserve this Stale.
We must pas= this motion and develop pub-
lic opinion.

Hon. L. Craig: A whose expense!

Hon. J. A, DIMMLITT: At owr own.
Certainly public opinion will have to be
developid w no uneevtain manner so that
this State may remain a self-governing en-
tity. 1 liope that if and when this referen-
dum is held, smilicient public opinion will
have heen developed in our State effectively
to defeat the measure. Il every member of
this Hou=e will support the motion, either
in its present or in an amended form, we
will assist greatly 1 that diveetion, [ am
prepared Lo support il entively.

HON. W.J. MANN ({South-West): I
would not like this motion to be disposed
of without adding my mecd of condem-
nation to the attitude adopted by the Com-
monwenlih CGovernment regarding its  at-
temapt to  wseewre additional powers, I
agree thoroughly with the object of the pro-
posal contained in the motion and the
amendments.  They have the same goal, but
I am not suve that they could not bhe re-
frarned and made more effective and vigor-
ous, Mr. Bolton, when speaking just now,
outlined a motion that appeals to me. What-
ever prolest we make we want to make it
unmistakably elear. We do not want to
leave any opportunity for anyihing eon-
tained in the motion to be misconstrued, We
all agreed that Mr. Thomson’s motion has
been put forward with the best possible
motives, but it is open to some miseon-
ception. The Chief Secretary’s amendment
is not altogether acceptable to me hecause
it postulates that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment may be right and we may be wrong,

I am unable to see how a matter of this
sort can be satisfactorily dealt with under
paragraph XXXVIT of Section 51 of the
Commonwenlth Constitution. The position
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would be met by an  emphatic protest
against the holding of a referendum at the
present time on the ground that the Com-
monwealth (iovernment had completely
failed o demonstrate the neeessity for addi-
tional legislation on the lincs proposed, Re-
ferenee has been made to the lengthy ex-
planations regarding the measure made by
the Federal Attorney General, Dr. Evatt, If
ever theve was a eleverly-designed statement
and one delightfully worded and earefully
studied, promising all  sorts of Utopian
things, that was it. If the position were
not so serious [ could congratulate Dr.
Evatt on his speech as reported in “The
West Aunsiralian” of yesterday’s date. I
have vead many political speeches in the
course of numerouns campaigns. Many had
to be read in conneetion with the 15 or so
referendums that have been conducted since
the inanguration of Federation. I ean-
not recall to mind one that was more subtle
or more cleverly designed to hoodwink the
people than the speech delivered by Dr.
Livatt. He spoke of the need for the ai-
tainment of economic sccurity and soeial
justice in the post-wor world and for the
necessity for the fullest eollaboration he-
lween the Commonwealth and the States.

1 emphasise those words “cconomic se-
eurity and soeial  justiee,” because the
phrase is just about as wide and dangerous
as could be any other four or five words
in the Eunglish language when applied to
sueh o position. What does that phrase
mean? It means  everything—and  yet
means nothing at all. The words are purely
and simply handed cut in order that the
people of Australia may be impressed with
a flowery utterance, and lulled into the
belief ihat they mean something that gives
promise of a great deal. Before the people
of Australia agree to giving the Common-
wealth Government further powers, they
have overy right to demand the fuller utili-
sation of the powers already possessed by
that Government. If Australia is to be-
come the paradise that Dr. Evait pictures,
then the Commonwealth (fovernment must
see to it that it will, in actual faet, rule
Australin and not allow ilself to be directed
by people outside the Commonwealth Par-
liament, by people who are at present the
Government’s real bosses.

Members: Hear, hear! ,

Hon. G. W. Miles: And not by Beaufort-
street, either.
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Hon, W. J. MAXXN: We should not have
the humiliating spectacle of which we read
last week when the Prime Minister, fully, I
believe, conseions of the necessity for the
action he was taking, went to the Lahour
Conference and hegged that body to adopt a
course that all frue Australians vegavrd as
absolutely essential, if we are to aftain a
maximum war effort.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Even »0, he only went
half way. He only referred o sending
troops around Australia instead of as far
away as may he necessary.

Hon. W. J. MANN: He aitended the con-
ference as a delegate from this State, and
asked that the two hranches of our Fighting
Forces be enabled to fouetion as a single
bhody. T do not wish to diseuss that phase, for
most of ns ave prepared to agree that that
is what should be. What causes me anxiety
and some soreness of mind is that the Prime
Minister should, if we accept a paragraph
that appears in this morning’s newspaper as
correct, in respect of a conrse of action said
to be supported hy 19 and opposed by three
of his Cabinet colleagues, he forced to leave
that Labour Conference with a rebuff such
as was meted ont to him, That is what I
mean by saving that we should expect the
Commonwealth Government to rule and not
permit outside influences to take a hand in
matfers of such fremendous moment to the
nation. If the people of Australia are ready
to endorse action such as we have noted
during the last few days, then they deserve
all that is in store for them.

T hear some people say, “It is all right
to give the Commonwealth the power sought;
it will do away with State Parliaments”
T suppose it would be possible to reach the
stage at which that step would not he re-
garded as the worst in the world, but I
think the suggestion to do away with State
Parlinmeiits is engendered by a feeling in
the minds of some people that State Par-
liaments constitute an effective brake on
some of their aspirations. It seems to me
{o indicale foar or guilt on the part of those
people whase object is to do away with all
sources of restraint wherever they may be
found. Unfertunately the Commonwealth
Government is, T helieve, dominated by the
people of one partieular State. I have Jong
forsaken any idea of being at all tender
about making statements that ecould be
described as anti-federal. The federal
spirit in Australia at present, if not dead,

[COUNCIL.)

is In a comatose eondition. I am right when
T say that the concensus of opinion hehind
the present-day movement emanates from
New South Wales, a State that has in the
House of Representatives 26 members,
equalling exactly the total number of repre-
sentatives for the smaller States of Queens-
laand, Seuth Australia, Tasmania and West-
crn Australia,

For a long time I have feit that the policy
of the present Commonwealth Government
has been dictated from New South Wales
and that the Prime Minister himself has
been forced, by pressure brought to bhear
upon him from representative bodies in
that Btate, to do things that he wounld have
much preferred to have left undone., If
that is the position, I can only say that if
the Federal legislation is passed and the re-
ferendum is held, we shall find soon ourselves
in the position of heing very humble sup-
pliants to the Commonwealth Government,
At present we represent the poor relation
of the rest of the Commonwealth, but if
the proposed legislation is passed we shall
be the indigent and not partienlarly wanted
relation of the rest of the Commonwealth.
That will not he to the advantage of Western
Australia,

The truth is that the people behind this
movement know that in an ordinary normal
period a proposition such as that advanced
by the Commonwealth would have no chance
of being accepted by the people.  Hence
they are taking advantage of the war situa-
tion to presenf a pieture that will work
on the minds of the populace to such an
extent as (o induce them to aceept the Com-
monwealth Government’s proposals as indi-
cative of a new world, the accomplishinent
of which is not to be long delayed. As I
say, I believe the bulk of the pressure be-
hind the movement comes from New South
Wales.

Hon. H. Seddon: New South Wales bas
28 members in the Iouse of Represenia-
tives.

Hon, W. J. MANN: That is true, and
that makes the position better from my
standpoint. I remember that originally there
were 26 members, but now there are 28
representing that State, As a sidelight to
indicate that the people of New South Wales
are very prone to regard themselves as con-
stituting the whole of the Commonwealth,
I shall quote from a publication issued
recently under the title of “Yon, Me and



[24 NoveMper, 1942.]

Thi= War.” If members have read the
hook, they will appreciate my comments.
Tt was compiled by a special research stafi
of the Sydney “Daily Telegraph.” As one
woes (hrongh the pages one notes that the
“[1aily Telegraph” lets it be assumed that
it speaks for the people of Australia, vet to-
wards the end of the publication the writ-
ers give the show away rather hadly. They
adopted a questionnaive with a view to get-
ting the opinion of the public of Australia.
The writers said—

As part of our attempt to estimate Aus-

tralin’s war effort we took a suvvey of publie
opinion.  We asked 1,500 people in New Sounth
Wales, fown and conntry, men and women of
all income groups, the following questions,
with the following results:—
Then ave published several graphs indieat-
ing the replies to the various guestions. The
point I want to make is that according
to the writers of this book 1,500 people of
New South Wales are Lo he regarded as the
people of Australia, and their opinion is
indieated as a vepresentative of that of the
Aunstralian people as a whole. I shall quote
one or two of the questions put to them.
The first was:

Are you satisfied that Awstralia is doing

everything possible to help win the war?
The voting was 50 per cent, “ves,” 4 per
cent. “no,” and six did not express an
opinion one way or another. That was the
voting in the State where, T think I would
be perfectly snfe in saying, 80 per eent. of
the strikes sinee the inception of the war
took place. It is said by half of those who
were questioned that thev are doing every-
thing possible to win the war, That state-
ment, however, is open to douht. The next
suestion ig intevesting—

If you are not satisfied thai evervthing is
heing done to win the war, do yon blame the
politicians, the trade unions, big husiness, pub-
lie apathy, or any other factor?

And here is the response—
34 per eent. of the people Llame the poli-
ticiana.
I lope members will hold that percentage
in their minds for a little while.

33 per cent. blame red tape.

29 per cent. blame hig business.
29 per cent. Llame public apathy,
18 per eent. blame trade unions.

24 per gent, blame the Government.
6 per eent. blame other factors.

Tto members see anvthing humourous about
those pereentages? I do. While 54 per
cent. blame the politicians, enly 14 per cent.
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blame the Goevernment. Are not the mem.
hers of the Government politicians? Wherc
dors one get to with such replies? In New
South Wales only 14 per cont. of the
people blamed the Commonwealth Govern.
ment, while 34 per cent. blamed the poli-
ticians. Members may work out the prob-
lem for themselves. The third question is—

Do vou do any war work now?
The replies were—

74 per cent., “*Yes—doing all T can.’’

24 per eent., ‘¢ No—could do more.”’
And apparently two per cent. of the people
did not know anything at all ahout it. The
next ensuing question does not affeet  the
present subject. It asks whether the Gov
ernment shoull increase taxation to helj
pay for the war. Good old New Sonth Wales

will not have any of that. New Sout
Wales likes the other States, ineluding
Western Australia, to pay the taxes. Ae

eordingly 57 per ecent. of New South Welsh
men reply, “No”; 36 per cent. veply, “Yes"
and G per eent. answered nothing, The onlj
other question which I may mention in
cidentally is—

Do vou think that a Tederal general clee
tion is necessary now!?

We ought to have had that question aske(
a week or two ago.

Hon, H. Seddon: Tt was asked 12 month
ago.

Hon, W, J. ATANXN: At the beginning ol
this year. The replies showed 57 per cent
held that such an eleetion was not neees
sary, [ have no wish to weary the Hous
with any further reference to the Bill, o
i any other way; but I support the sug
gestion by Mv. Dimmitt that the Common
wenlth Governmient is making undue use o
the national radio. In my opinion, that i
quite unbecoming and utterly unfair. I
is, however, in keeping with the statement
and faeties that are being used. I con
sider that the many other objeetions whiel
can he voiced against the Bill we shall haw
to keep until we get out among onv eler
tors, as I hope we shall, and do our leve
best townrds ebtaining from our people !
resounding negative to this iniquitons pro
posal.

HON. E. H H. BALL (Central): On
of the freedoms which the Allies are hopin,
to obtam as the resoll of the war is freedor
from fear. I consider that no unbiasse
person listening to the Federal Aitorne
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General on the air the other evening counld
come to any other conclusion than that he
wag engaged in ~omething which would result
in a fear-complex nmong all those who heard
him. Thaose of us who have our hoys or
girls engaged in the terrvific struggle, whe-
ther they are brothers ov sisters or hus-
hands or sons, entertain a fear that has
permeated ahlnost the whole nf the Austra-
lian people as 1o what is going to happen
to our defenders after the war. T shall not
aceuse the Federal Attorney General of any
unworthy motive; I give him, a< a man who
has oceupied a seat on the High Court
hench, every credit for good intentions. He
must honestly helieve that the powers which
he asks the Australian people to grant to
the Government of which he is a prominent
member arve necesaary: but 1 fail to see
that he i« justified in endeavouring to spread
amongst the Austialian people one of those
emotions for release from which we ave
fighting: and that is the feeling of fear.

Speaking from memory, I think I can say
with accuracy that Dr, Evatt declared that
unless the Commonwealth Government is
given the powers now sought for, economic
disaster will fave the Australians whe are
away fighting for us. I consider that an
altogether unjustiliable statement to he made
by an hon. gentleman who should know
hetter. Like other members, T have received
a small pamphlet diveetly from Dr. Evatt,
In it he gives as a reason why other refer-
endums have heen defeated, that they were
nat sperifie enough. Thouzh it may seem
somewhat of an impertinence for me to crifi-
eise 2 man of Dr. Evatt's intellectual ability,
I must say that, in my opinion, nothing
could be less specific or more geneval than
the Bilt proposed to bhe submitted to the
electors of Australia. The measure is any-
thing but specifie; and, if Dr. Evatt is a
mood judge, only one end awaits his Bill.
1f the Austvalian people have tnrned down
past referendums because they were not
spevific enough, then they have an excellent
reason for turning down this one.

There was another thing I was surprised
1o hear the Federal Attorney General men-
tion. Ife informed the Australian people
that neither in the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion nor in any State Constitution was there
provision for any depree of freedom of
religion. Tt is extraovdinary that any man
of Dr. Evatt’s standing should tell the Aus-
tralian people such a tale as that. We all

[COUNCIL.]

know that we have had freedom of religion
for many years. We also know that we shall
always have it. Freedom of speech and
expression, freedom of work, freedom fram
want and freedom Ffrom fear! Those are
the freedoms the Allies desire to ensure,
Yet the Attorney Cieneral of the Common-
wealth fosters among the Australian people
the idea that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment must possess certain additional powers
in order that they may continue to enjoy
a freedom which they have possessed since
the signing of Magna Charta. While giv-
ing the hon. gentleman evedit for good in-
{entions, 1 have not the least doubt that
he is seriously misguided.

It is not for me to give other members
a lead as to what they shall say when they
wo into the country, but I consider that we
shall do no good hy running other people
down. Let us give Dr. Evatt and those
associated with him credit for good inten-
tions. Nevertheless there comes to my mind
the old saying that the way to hell is paved
with good intentions. Dr. Kvatt, in my
opinion, has heen so long rvemoved from the
hurly-borly of everyday life that be is un-
able to ecomprehend that struggle. He is
vonvinced that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should have these powers. Like other
members I sav, “God help this State of ours
if we ave tied down to a central form of
government !’ [ do not wish to be misunder-
stood. T agree that there are many func-
tions whieh it is the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s duty to undertake. But to come out
with vague statements sueh as the Federal
Bill contains is asking us to sign a blank
cheque.

1f there is one faetor from which this
State has suffered grievously it is the tarifl,
which has handieapped our primary pro-
ducers ever sinee the disappearance of what
was known as the sliding scale, Dr. Evatt,
among others, has been responsible for im-
pesing that incobus upon Western Aus
fralin, T shall not ask the Honse to listen
to me any longer. This question, unfor-
tunately, will he decided at the present
convention. Then it will be our duty to do
our hest for our people. Let us not impute
any motives. Let us simply say that the
iteas  expressed in the Federal Biill have
come from somebody who is an  academic
thinker, and that an endeavour to pui his
ideas into practiee will bring chaos to this
Commonwealth of Australia.
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HON. G. W. MILES (North): I am en-
tirely opposed to the taking of the pro-
posed referendum, especially at this stage
of the Empire’s struggle. 1£ a referendum
of the kind is ever taken, certain powers
shonld he specificd for exercise by the pro-
vincial couneils which must he created if we
are to have unifieation. [ agree with all
other speakers on the wmotion that the pro-
posal put up awmounts to political pro-
paganda. 1 also agree that this propa-
ganda is being broadeast through the na-
tional stations at the expense of the coun-
try. T hold that the entire people of Aus-
tralia should turn the proposal down with
a thud, Dr, Evait talks about freedom of
the Press and freedom of speech. Who is
opposed to Freedom of speech and frecdom
of the Press today except the Common-
woalth (fovernment? The people are com-
pelled to listen to this propaganda at the
expense of the Ansiralian taxpayer. People
opposed to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s proposals cunnot nse the national
stations for that purpose. The situation is
the most hypoeritieal that has ever arisen
in Austraiia. Opponents of the Common-
wealth Government's proposal must use &
private station.

Hon. A. Thomson: At their own expense.

Hon. G. W. MILES: They must use a
private station on a weck-night for the pur
pose of addressing the Australian people. ]
do not want to delay the House, but merely
to make my position clear. Tn reply to an
interjection, I said T was in favour of uni-
fication, but T do not faveur this kind of
unifieation, which it is sought to bring aboul
under the pretext of war and reconstruetion
after the war. If we are going to have
unifieation, let it be hrought ahout by a con-
vention; let certain powers he set out, and
the rights of provineial couneils throughout
Australia be defined, and the whole matter
put to the people on plain lines that they
will be able to understand. T am opposed
to the seheme submiitted by Dr. Evatt, and
to anything that may take place at the con-
ference being held in Canberra today. My
opinion is that Dr, Evatt does not want this
Bill agreed to in its entirety, but is pre-
pared to take something less. This is just
political propaganda, and should he firmly
squelehed.

Amendnent
and passed.

{to strike out words} put
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The CEIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the words proposed to Ve inserted be
inserted.

HON. A. THOMSON (Souih-East): I
propose to move to amend the amendment
along lines that members will see indicated
on the notice paper. The reason why I did
not oppose the Chief Secretary’s amend-
ment was that T wanted {o see if we conld
met unanimity.

The PRESIDENT: 1 think we bhad fivst
better decide whether the words proposed
to he inserted by the Chief Secretary ave
to be inserted. If the wods he struek ount,
My. Thomson can then move to inse-t the
wards he desires to he ineluded.

Hon. (+. W. Miles: Do I understand that
the duestion before us is that the words
proposed by the Chief Secretary be agreed
te?

The PRESTIDENT : The amendment is that
the words proposed hy the Chief Secretavy
he inserted. If they nre inserted, that will
settie the point. If they are not inserted,
Mv. Thomson has other words that he will
move to have inserted in lieu.

Hon. €k, W, Miles: The point is that if
My, Thomson does not explain—

The PRESIDENT: I do not propose ta
prevent Mr, Thomson from explaining the
words he proposes to insert,

Hon, (. W, Miles: Before we vote?

The PRESIDENT: That is so.
Thomson may proeeed.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: 1 hope the Houss
will agree to the ameandinent as it appears on
the notice paper, it is not my own, hu
was submitted in another place by Mr. Me.
Donald, the Leader of the National Party
I undewstand that a  eertain number of
amendments werve moved {o the motion snb-
ntitted hy Mr, Watts, the Leader of the Qp-
position, and, with a view to overcoming
the dilficuity, 3r. McDonald moved his
amendment. That amendment was defeated
only on the cusling vote of the Speaker. Ii
My, Sampson had been able to got into the
Chamhey, it would have been carried. T
is our econsidered opinion that Mr. Me
Donald’s amendment would strengthen the
hands of the Premier and Mr. Watts at the
convention in the Eastern States. I do noi
like that portion of the Chief Secretary’
amendment which suggests that an endea
vour should he made to reach un agreement
hetween the Commonwealth and the States
for powers to be referved to the Common.

My
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wealth under parvagraph XXXVIL of See-
tion 1 of the Commonwenlth Consfitution
for post-war rvecoustruerion pvoblems, ho-
eause I helieve, with other speakers, that
the Federal Aftorney fienerad, . Evaily,
i exrluiting the positinn 1o the ulmost, not
only over the air, but through the column«
af’ the Press, awmd it seems to e that a eom-
mon wnderstanding could not he arrived ar,
Dy, Fvatt has been sapported in his ont-
look by a Laboar conterence which met iu
the Eastern States last week, and it ap-
pears impossible for an agreemont to he
veached.

The amendment which My, MeDonald
~ubmitted, and which I now submit, ex-
presses a definite objection to the proposed
veferendum. T do not desire to delay the
House, T think members have reached
u decision as to which amendment they ap-
prove. The one T submit had the consid-
ored opinion of another place, and there
was a Hirty-fifty vote. T feel that if we ecan
~how that a majority in this Hounse is in
accord with Mr. MeDonald’s views, as ex-
pressed in another place, the hands of the
I'vemier and Mr. Watts will be consider-
ably strengthened. We hear a great deal
about an all-in effort to win the war. May
1 point ont what has happened in Western
Australia?  The Prime Minister and Sena-
tor Fraser, the Minister for External Terni-
tories, visited Western Austvalia on various
neeastons. We saw from a report in the
daily Press that thev conferved in this
House with memhers of the Labonr Party
and gave them eertain information. 1 think
{hat shows the danger of the people voling
ir favour of the proposed referendum. Tt
would have heen a matter of courtesy, which
members of Parliament would have appre-
cinted, if those gentlemen had conveyed ta
s all the inforination thex gave to their
eollenpnes in the porty room of this House.
T do not take any objeetion fo their doing
what they weve eutitled to do, but it would
have strensthened the belief in an all-in war
ottort if thex had {aken us into their eon-
ildence, T shall now move my amendment
on the amendment.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. nember can
tmove hiv amendment hner o, The anae.
tion i= that the words proposed by the
{ hier Heevetary he inserted in lien of those
strurk ont.

The Chief Seeretary: T~ that the ques-
tion, My, President !

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: Yes. The Minister's
amendnent ¢omex first, Later on, if it is
not agreed to insert these words, Mr. Thom-
=on s amendment may e moved.

Hon. J. Cornelf: [ think vou are a hit
mixed. Sir. 1 take it that we proceed with
this question as we do in Committee and
that the question now hefore the Chair i<
that the words proposed hy the Chiet Secre-
tary be inserted in licu of the words struck
out. Mr. Thomson wishes to move an amend-
ment on the amendment that certain woards
be struck ont with a view (o inserting othep
words,  IF the Chief Secrelary’s awend-
ment i~ passed, Mr. Thomson will have o
re-cast the whole of his amendment.

The PRESIDEXNT: That s so. M.
Thom=on will move his amendment.

Hon. A, THOMSOY: 1 move—-

That the amewdment be amended by sirik-
ing oul all the words after **House’? in line 4
and inserting the following words in lien:—
“Oviews with the utmost alarm the proposals
contained in the Bill now Dbefore the Federal
Tarlinment  entitled  Constitution Alteration
(War Aims and Reconstruetion) Bitl.' That
this Parliament of the people of Western Aus-
tralin donsiders that sush proposals consti-
tate a direct hetrayal of and contradeition of
the basgie principles and conditions on whieh
the then whelly independent aml self-govern-
ing people of Western Australia agreed in the
vear 1900 to beecome associated in a Federal
partnership with the other peoples of Australia,
That in the opinion of this Tarliament of the
people of Western Australia the reasons put
forward in support of these proposals are un-
founded and without substance, inasmurh as no
reasonable anticipation exists that the Gov.
ernment of this State will not at all times
fully accorid to the Federal authorvity anx cn-
operation and nid asked of it in the earrying-
vt of post-war rehabilitation, and in par-
tivular, in making adequate peace-time pro-
vision for all now engaged in the war effort,
and especially for those engaged in the Fight-
ing Forves and their dependants. "’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
propose o cuter into a long dizewssion of
the relative moprits of my amendment amld
that moved by Mr, Thomson. My ameml-
ment was moved with the ohjeet of obtain-
ing unanimity i possible, hetween the two
Houser. In view of the faet that the Legis-
lative Arcembly has already passed a reseln-
tien in the form m which T am moeving.
T think we would he making a mistake if
we departed materially from its teyma. We
should arrive at a decision this afternoon.
The convention ealled by the Commonwealth
(iovernment commenced its  sitlings this
afternoon, and if the motion te bhe carried
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by this House is to he of any value, it
should rveach our rvepresentatives as early
as possible and cerfainly before the conven-
tion has proceeded very far with its de-
likerations. While we wmight be prepared
to agvee that Mr. Thomson's amendinent is
more comprehensive than mine, I can claim
that both amendments are protests against
what is being suggested by the Common-
wealth Government. 1 hope my amendment
will he accepled hecanse it will indicate that
hoth Houses ave united regarding the neees-
sity for protesting against the Conrmon-
woealth’s proposals as we know them at pre-
sent,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (Easi): I hope
the House will not accept the Chief Sec-
retary’s amendment. It states that thig
House considers that an endeavour should
be made to reach agreement hetween the
Commonwenlth and the States. Js it a time
to talk in mild teyms after the attitude al.
ready assumed by the Commonwealth?
What is its attitede? It is one of no con.
sideration to the States. INd the Common-
wealth authorities ask the States to eonfer?
Not at all. They have come straight out
and demanded certain rights. The people
of Australia as a whole do not unidersiand
the extent of the powers being sought by
the Commonwealth. I am satisfied that the
Commonwealth has enough power to do
whatever is necessary; yet the Chief Secre-
tary’s amendment meekly and mildly pro-
poses that the States confer with the Com-
monwealth! How far would they get at
such a conference?

Look at the convention taking place at
present! It is Ioaded with a majority
against anybody who is desirous of main-
taining State rights. We want to pass a
motion that is very defnite in iis texrms. 1
would much rather see the House adopt Mr.
Thomson’s original motion. Evidently we
have to reach some agreement this after-
noon, and in my opinion the motion origin-
ally moved by Mr. Thomson wounld be pre-
ferable. The Chief Secretary’s amendment
goes on to say that if amendments to the
Constitution ave considered neeessary, they
should be limited to specifie additional legis-
jative powers required for post-war recon-
struetion propoesals for a limited period of
vears only.

. Hon. J. Cornell:
not he done.

That is absurd; it could
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Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: It is  something
that vould not be brought about. I hope

the House will make the motion worth while
so that it will give a Jead to people who
know nothing about the matter. This milk-
and-water proposal by the Chief Scerctary
would be useless. I understand it was enly
by accident that there was not a majority
of one in ancther place in Tavour of Mr.
Thomstms amendment.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) I refrained
from speaking on the main gquestion be-
cause it would have been more or less beat-
ing the air. The time for uws to pull up
our socks will he when the people hundling
the question—the only ones who ean handle
it for the time being—have deeided whether
they will proceed to take a veferendum.
That is the time when we should loose our
guns,  Now, however, we ave asked by the
Chief Secretary to concur in the resolution
passed by aunother place und by our con-
cavrence fortify the Premicr and Leader of
the Oppesition, as our delegates to the con-
veniion, with the united view of both
Houses. To defeat the Chief Sceretary's
amendment and substitute Mr. Thomson's
amendment would amouni teo n policy of
negation, heeause the Couneil wonld be cx.
pressing the opinion that the protest should
e so shaped as to conform with the protest
submitted in another place and lost. There-
fore, it eould be nothing but a policy of
negaiion. We have to consider alzso bthat
Houses such as the Legislative Council have
been ignored and have no representation
whatever at the convention.

Hon Sir Hal Colebatch: Al the more
reason why we should make our protest
slrong.

Hon. J. CORNELL: All the less reason.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: We should not accept
the position of being ignored.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I say there is all
the less reason because we would be likely
to create a rift. A convention has been
called of Premiers and Leaders of the Op-
position from the six States, all being mem-
bers of the Lower Houses. The Federal
representatives ave in the relationship of
cight members of the Hounse of Represen-
tatives and four of the Senate, and the Gov-
ernment and Opposition are equally repre-
sented. The Opposition is represented by
four ex-Prime Ministers. If we adopted
Mr. Thomson’s amendment, what would he
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the position of the Premicer and the Leader
of the Opposition? They wonld have Lo
irnore our resolution.

Hon. A. Thomson:
Watts would.

Hon. J. CORXELL: [ think he wonld
L:ave sense enongh to do so. However we
may feel on the subject generally, we have
tu take the long view, Rather than see this
House turn upside down and vejeet what
unother place has agreed to, T say we must
he reasonahle; we must take a reasonahle
view.

Hon. A. Thomson: Do you suggest tlut
the referendum should not be held?

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 sugyest therc are
only two sides to this question. One is
whether it is necessary, in the opinion of
the Federal authoritics, that the Constitu-
tion be smended.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Have we no say in
that? -

Hon, J. CORNELL: Of course we have.
We have the same say as has any other
citizen in Australia.

Hon. A. Thomson:
capped from the start.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We may prolest as
a State Parliament, but we ecannot prevent
the Commonwealth Parliament from taking
the course it proposes to pursue. If the
Commonwealth Government intends to hold
» referendum, it has to run the gauntlet of
bnth Iouses of Parliament.

Hon., A, Thomson: We have a right to
protest,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course we have.
I can write to Mr. Curtin and protest, but
the protest of hoth Houses of Parliameni
amounts to nothing. Our opportunity would
come when the Commonwealth Government
endeavoured to implement the constifutional
amendments. We could then assert  our
selves as citizens. The other alternative i«
that there is no neeessity to amend the Con-
stitution to deal with post-war veconstrie-
tion. I certainly agree that we should tell
the Premier, or rather ask another place,
to adopt that line of reasoning. T, for one,
cannot aceept the last paragraph of the
Chief Secretary’s amendment.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Hear, hear!

Hon., J. CORXELL: Particularly the
words inserted by the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party. T will take one case. The
Returned Soldiers’ League of thia State at
two conferences definitely resolvel that any

I do not think X,

And we are handi-
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fulnre land settlement scheme for soldiers
should he entirely a Commonwealth mat-
ter.

Hon, A. Thome<on: Did those eonferences
say they should ignore the State?

Hon. J. CORXNELL: There are 35 ex-sol-
diers in both Houses of the Commonwealth
Pavlinment who funetion as a committee to
deal with questions likely to arise as to the
rehabilitation of returned soldiers. Thoge
members, too, have unanimonsly resolved
that any futwre land settiement for soldiers
shonld be wholly and solely a (‘ommon-
wealth responsibility.

Hon, A. Thomson: Do von mean as fo
finance ¢
Hon. J. CORNELL: The whele thing.

Now. that decision was not made for a
period of vears, but l'or all time. The
House. 1 suggest, shonld get behind the
fact thai the referendum is not neeessary,
and should say that the present time is in-
opporfune to hold it. That is the supges-
tion T make. We should fall info line with
what was agreed by another place. T would
sugwest that the Chief Seeretary’s amend-
ment e altered somewhat as follows:—

In the opinion of this House, the present

time of war is inopportune for a referendum
dealing with an alteration in the Common-
wealth Constitution; and if the Constitution
Amendment Conference agrees that additional
legislaiive powers are csseniial for post-war
recoustroction purposes, this Ilouse considers
that an endeavour should be made to reanch an
agreement thereon between the Commonwealth
and the States that powers be referred to the
Commonwealth wmder Scetion 51 of the Com-
monwealtll Constitution for post-war recon-
struction purposes.
That dues not commii ns, s the final para-
graph of the amendment does. I point out
that the Commonwealth (overnment ean-
noi be deflected from the course it has
chosen {o talke. The alternative is an agree-
ment with the States. Something must he
done to strengthen the hands of the Pre-
mier.

Hon, A. Thomson: The convention has al-
ready deeided what if is going o do.

Hon, J. CORNELIL: Tt has decided noth-
ing of the =ort.

Hon. A, Thomson: AN rizht.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Even if it has de-
cided what it will do, we ougbt to be able
to get unanimity hetween our two Houses
of Parliament.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Would it meet your
purpose if the last paragraph of the Chief
Secretary’s amendment were struck out?
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Hon. J. CORNELL: No, because 1 think it
is essentia] that part of it should be embodied
in this reference. Whatever may be agreed
upon, I still think that the matter is one
for settlement by negotiation and not by
agreement. I counsel the Hounse nof to send
back to another place something that it has
already rejected, for that wonld get us no-
where. No one is more anxious than I am
that the Premier and his colleague, the
Leader of the Opposition, should have some-
thing that is the voice of both Houses. They
should not be foreed into the position of
saying, “This is the voice of only one
House.”?

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West): I con-
sider there is not much wrong with cither
of the amendments. I do not think cither
is so important as to spoil the other. From
my point of view, the Government's amend.
ment fills the bill. I think it wrong to say
that the Commonwealth Government has no
right to hold a referendum. It has a per-
feet right to do so, if it thinks fit; but I
agree this State should say that the pre-
sent time is inopportune for holding it. We
should not say to the Commonwealth Gov-
ermment that it should not hold a referen-
dum; we ought to say that it should not be
held now. When the Constitution was
framed, provision was made to alter it from
time to time. I hope, however, that West-
crn Australia, as well as the other States,
will say that it is inopportune to hold a
referendum now. I speak beeause Mr. Cor-
nell raised the question of the settlement of
soldiers on the land after the war. 1 hope
this State will in no eirenmstanees shoulder
the financial burden of settling returned sol.
diers on the land.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not our job.

Tlon. L. CRAIG: No. 1 see no reason
whatever why such a settlement cannot be
effceted under the present Constitution. In
effect, rehabilitation will boil down to one
thing—finance. We have machinery in
Western Australia far more eflicient than
it conld ever be under a Federal scheme,
but the Commonwealth Covernment will
have to find the money. 1 diseussed this
matter yesterday with one of the heads of
a department. He agrees that any rehabili-
tation scheme will have to be so based as
not to compel the returned soldiers {o show
an interest return on money borrowed. 1
helieve tbat may be necessary. On the
question of land settlement, I hope the State
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will fake a very firm stand. 1 personally
am opposed to any subsidised land settle-
ment scheme. Nearly everyone I know whe
lives in the eity says that we must he pre-
pared to settle our soldiers on the land. [
will have nonc of it. We wrote off mil-
lions of pounds after the last war and broke
hundreds—almost thousands—of hearts by
placing on the Jand men unfitted for
farming life, by Dbolstering up an in-
dustry which did not require bolstering up
and by over-supplying goods to an already
over-crowded market. ¥ ask members, par-
ticularly Mr. Bolton, what they would say
if the Government deecided to start a motor
hody works in direct opposition to Mr. Bol-
ton,

Hon, L. B. Bolton: The Covernment
eould have mine; it probably would.

Hon. L. CRAIG: What would the Broken
ILll Pty, Co., the Australian CGlass Co,
or some of those other bhig companies say
it the Commonwenlth (Government said, “In
order to provide emplovment, we must start
& scheme of this zort in direct opposition to
one aleeady in existence and one already
supplying the full requirements of the mar-
ket$”

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are vou proposing fo
give the Commonwealth Government that
power?

Hon. I. CRAL:: Certainly not. The
point is, are we to settle people on the land
to provide goods for a market already fully
supplied, and are we to supply those people
with Government money at very low in-
tevest, so {hat they may carry on in direect
opposition to people who have battled
for years and years and built up an equity
in their property? XNo! I am not for
land scttlement at all. Let us find some
other means of rchabilitation and not bur-
den the people of the State by providing
money which we know will be ultimately
lost, There is already sufficient competi-
tion in the agricultural industry, without
providing cheap money for others to com-
pete with those already engaged in it.

Hon. {+. W, Miles: There is room for
theusands more people.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Of course, and so there
is in Perth.

Hon. (i. W. Miles: There should be
smaller holdings in the South-Wesi.

Hon. 1., CRAI(i: What alout the mar-
kets?

Hon. ;. W. Miles: You will get markets.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, and we will get
employment, industry and everything. The
people have worked hard enough to get
matrkets now. The main scheme, first of all,
i« for the rehabilitation of soldiers, and it
should be one that deals with public works.

We have to make these men learn to
work. 1 have been a soldier and it is the
laziest ocecupation I have ever undertaken.
Such a scheme must be established by subsi-
dies from the Commenwealth Government.
Cheap money will have to be found. There
are many public works which need to be
carvied out. If the monev ean be found
this Stafe is guite capable, with ifs officers,
of providing all the work necessary.
There is hardly a school in the country that
does nat need pulling down and onother
erected in its place. The railways should be
repaived and we want new public buildings.
We have the land for this purpose the other
side of Government House. It is simply a
question of finance, 1 do not think the Com-
monwealth Government would need any
added powers in fhat respeet. Tt will re-
quire added powers for the provision of
oversea markets and so on, and they
should be given. [ am against sub-
sidising and placing on ihe land people
who are not fitted for it. There is
no occupation which requires more training
and skill than that of a suceessful farmer.

Hon. .J. Cornell: 1 did not advoeate put-
ting them on the land.

Hon. L, CRAIG: The hon. member raised
the guestion of land settlement. Land set-
tlement will grow if it is made attractive.
It will require no other assistance. If the
produets can be sold at a profitable price
the expansion in onr agrienltural areas will
be sufficient.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: But there is no ques
tion at the moment of land settlement.

Hon. L. (RAIG: It was mentioned.
Hon. V. Hamersiey; The Commonwealth
Govermuent took a hand in it hefore.

Hon. L. CRAIf: No. The State bore the
burden of it, and I hope that Western Aus-
tralia will not in the futuve deplete its re-
ronrees hy promoting any scheme of laund
settlement. Tt will he necessary for some
men to be returned to the land, perhaps fo
their own properties. It may in some cases
be possible to subsidise small dairy farmers
or poultry people, but we should not pur-
chase mixed farming land at £4 and £5 an
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acre and instz) on it a man who does not
know how to put a eollar on a horse. Such
a scheme does not bear contemplation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Which amendment are
you speaking to; that of the Chief Secre-
tary or the other one?

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Chief Beeretary’s
amendment is all that is necessary. The
Commonwealth Government should not hold
a referendum if some agreement can be
artived at during the present convention.
I take it that it is being held to do some-
thing lke thai. If the Commonwealth
states for what purposes it needs these
powers, and if they are really necessary, we
will give the powers to it temporarily.
Personally I would give the Commonwealth
Government some powers beyond what it
has now, permanently. I would give it con-
trol of the Arbitration (ourt and of edu-
cation. We might then get some money
spent in this eountry.

Hon, A. Thomson: You ure an optimist
as far as edueation is concerned!

llon. (. YW. Miles: The question is
whether the words from and including the
word ‘‘considers” are to be struck out of
the Chief Seeretary’s amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The real question is,
which is the better of the two amendments?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The third one I sug-
gested is the Dbest.

Hon, L. CRAIG: What 1 introduce into
the discussion is a malter for me and no-
one else until the President objeets. I do
not think I have gone outside my rights in
talking of land settlement.

The PRESIDENT: I was waiting for
the lon. member to coomect his remarks.

Hon, L. CRAIG: Some people go by o
circular way. In these circumstances I am
2oing to support tbhe amendment moved by
the Chief Becretary hecause I think it covers
all that is necessary. The difference between
the two proposals is not very important.

The PRESIDENT: The question i=
that Mr. Thomson’s amendment on the
amendment be agreed to.

Amendment on amendment put and =2
division taken with the following resulis:—
Ayes .. e . .12
Noes . .. . ..o 12

A e .. . . 0
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AYES.

Hon.C. F. Ba:ter flon. W, J, Mann

Hon, L, B, Boll Hon. H. V. Plesse

Hon, Sir Hn.lcolebatch Hou. H. Seddon

Hon, F. B, Gibson Hon. A, Thomson

Hon, E, H. H. Hall Hon. F, R, Welsh

Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. G. W, Miles

{Teller.)
NoEsg.

Hon. J, Cornell Hon. £ H_(lray

Hon, C. R, Cornish Hon. E. M. Heenan

Hon. L. Cralg Hon, J. G. Hislop

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt Hon, W, H. Kilson

Hon, J, M. Drew Hon. T. Moore

Hon, G. Frager Hon. C. B, Wiliams

{Teller.)

The PRESIDENT: The voting being
trual, I give my easting vole with  the
noes.

Amendnent on amendment  thus  nega-
fived,

The PRESIDENT: The question now ix
that the Chief Secretary’s amendmenyt be
agveed to.

Amendment (to insert
passed.

words) put and

Question put and passed;
amended, agreed to.

the motion, as

BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAN MEAT
EXPORT WORKS.

Reecived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read nolifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil’s amendment.

BILL—MOTOR SPIRIT AND SUB-
STITUTE LIQUID FUELS.

Referred te Select Commitiee.

Debate resumed from the 17th November
«n the following motion hy Ton. J. A. Dim-
wilt:—

That the Bill be referred to a Secleet Com-
mittee.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.14]
While I do not agree that there ix any real
aveessity for a Select Committee on this
particular Bill, T do net propose to raise
any sirong objection to the proposal. If
the House feels that it will obtain the in-
formation it desires more satisfactorily by
means of a Select Committee than by a dis-
cussion in Committee on the Bill, I do not

jntend to quarrel with members on that
" decision. When all is said and done, this
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Bill only has to do with the regulation of
the sale of motor spivit and substitute liquid
fuelz. The gnestions velating to the pro-
duction of substitute liquid fuels have al-
ready been deeided by the Commonwealth
CGovernment. Nothing we ean do or say
can alter that fact. Legislation is necessaey
to enable us fo deal with the position that
may arize after the war, and therefore the
Rill is before the House. In some rospects
it is highly teclmieal and, as I informed
members when moving the second reading,
I would be only too pleased to provide all
the information in my possession nnd that
I thought all that members could desire
would be available to them hy that means.

When it is ail hoiled down, the Bill eon-
tains very little uther than (he provision of

means by which we shall endeavour to
regulnte  the sale of motor spivit and
suhstitute fuels.  Members may feel that
hy appointing a  Select Committee they
will obtain move information than would
e avatlabie to them during the Com-
mittee stage.  One point | must  1m-

press upen the House,  The Government
has given an undertaking to the Common-
wealth Covernment to introduee legislation
of this type, amd New South Wales has al-

ready passed its  legislaiton. The  other
States are preparving 1o follow suit. Tt

the Bill is veferved to a Select Committee,
T trust the inquiry will be condncted as
spredily as possible so that we may veaeh
tinality betorve the end of Lhe session. The
Seleet Committee conld oblain all the in-
formation  required  with  comparatively
title delay ih that the departmental ofticers
and the Minisler whe deals with this phase
have all the facts tn theiv possession. The
tiles could be made available to the Seleet
Commillee, and T hope that Jittle time will
he spent in finalising  the committes™s  ye-
commendalions,

HON. H. SEDDON (XNoarth-East}: T am
welined to think the course suggested by
the Chief Seeretavy would he the better be-
canse ohviously, on the face of it, the Bill
appears to he a litlle prematore. We have
to realise that no works are in existence
in Western .\usiralin for the distilla-
tion ov production of motor spirit of
any description, and the plant that is
proposed to De established is for the
produetion of power aleobol, which is
a different process altogether. From that
angle, thevefore, there is very little to re-
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commend the Bill. From the standpoint of
control over the sale of liquid fuel, the
position is different, and there is a good deal
to be said in favour of that eourse. OQbvi-
ously, with the manufacture of motor spirit
in Western Australia, it will he necessary
ta utilice the local product in conjunetion
with metalliferous spirits. From that point
of view, control of distrihuiion is essential.
(n the other hand, the measure may be open
to eriticism from the standpoint that it
seeks to introduee further regimentation by
the provision of another hoard. 1 take it
the Bill has been introduced with the idea
of swinging Western Australia into line
with legislation introduced in the other
States.

The Chief Secretary: That was agreed to
at a eonference hetween the States and the
Commonwealth,

Hon. H. SEINOXN: In those cirewm-
staneces 1 am inclined to think we ean get
all the information we rerquire from the
Chief Secvetary.

HGN. J. CORNELL (South): At this
stage of the session, as the Chief Secvetavy
pointed out, there is necessity for immediate
action if the Select Committee is to he of
any value at all. It the Select Committee
does not report hefore the House rises, it
will have to be converted into a Royal Com-
mission if its work 1s te be of any value
for consideration during the next session.

The Chief Seeretary: I do not think there
wonld be any need for that.

Hen. J. CORNELL: If ihe Seleet Com-
mittee did not veport and the Bill lapsed,
it could be taken up at the same stage next
sesston, As the Chief Seeretary has no ob-
jeetion to the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee, I shall not ohject. I hope the com-
mittee will eonclude its work in order to re-
port in ample time to allow the House to
consider its representations and amend the
Rill aceordingly—or clse pass the Bill as it
stands.

Question put and passed.

Select Committee Lppointed.

On motion by Hon. J. A. Dimmitt, Select
Committee of five appointed, consisting of
Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh, Hon. A. Thomson,
Hon. W. J. Mann, Hon. C. B. Williams, and
the mover, with power to call for persons,
papers and records, to move from place to
place, and sit on days over which the House

[(COUNCIL.}

stands adjourned, the quorum to consist of
Lthree members; to report on Wednesday,
the Oth December.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [5.25] in
moving the sceond reading said: This is the
annual Bill that provides for the further
appointment of the Lotteries Commission
for the ensuing 12 months. Members have
argued on previous oceasions as to whether
the Act should be made permanent, but the
House has always insisted on its limitation
to a period of one year. For some years
past the Government has recognised that
fact, and this year has introduced the Bill
with the same objective. It is usual when
introducing this continnance Bill to give
members an outline of what has been ae-
complished by the Lotteries Commission
duaring the year.

1 remind the House thal an important
change in-policy has been instituted by the
Commission regavding the conduet of lot-
teries. It will he rememhered that over a
lang period the Commission conducted what
could be described as very large lotteries
requiring 200,000 ticketholders hbefore the
lottervy was closed. Early in the present
year, a new policy was inaugurated by the
provision of smaller lotteries of 50,000
subseribers. It appears that the alleration
in poliey has met with wide support from
the people of the State generally. Under
the new poliey the prize money totals £3223,
divided into 511 cash prizes, including a
first prize of £1,000.

It will be noted that, whilst subseriptions
now represent only one-fourth of the for-
mer issue, the prize distribution, hoth in
number and value, is considerably in excess
of one-fourth of that previously offered.
Publie approval of the Commission’s war-
time policy, which offers frequent drawings
and greatly enhanced prize-winning posei-
hilities, is evidenced by a substantial redue-
tion in the period occupied in filling the
consultations, which are now heing drawn
weekly.

Two consultations of 200,000 tickets—
Nos. 97 and 98—were finalised during the
year. Snbscriptions totalled £50,000, the
prize money £25400 representing 50,8 pet
cenf., and expenses, including 10 per cent.
commission to agents, £10,873 Os. 4d. or
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2L7T per cent. Twenty-five consultations—
Nos. 99a to 124n inclusive—have been con-
ducted under the new system, and in respecl
of these subscriptions totulled £162,442 10s.,
prize money £83,720, representing 51.6 per
cent., and cxpenses, which include 10 per
cent. to agents, £25436 13s. 3d., or 156
per cent. Perhaps the most  satisEactory
feature ot the new policy is that the avex-
age fall in the proportion of income ab-
sorhed in expenses sinee Lottery No. 98—
the last of the 200,000 ticket swoeps—is ap-
proximately 7.5 per cent.

Hon, G. W, Miles: IF yvou eut another 5
per cent, off the commission, it would be on
a bhusiness basis.

The CHIFKY SECRETARY: But we
woulidd not sell the tickets.  Expenses ex-
cloding agents’ commission, in respect of
sweeps now heing conducled on a weekly
hasix represent approximately 4.5 per eent.
of the total subscrviptions. That is a very low
expenses  ratin, reflecting great credit on
the Commission.  The profit for the yvear
amounted fo  £67,012 7x. 5.,  whieh, to.
gether with a halance hrought torward from
1941 of £22000 95, Gd. and bank intevesl,
unclaimed prizes and unexpended  grants,
€028 =, ., bring the total amount avail-
able for distribution to £90.931 3z, 84, Of
this sum donations absorbed €59,337  5s.
10s. aned commitimenis ab the close of the
vear mmounted to £13,612 ¥s. 10d., leaving
an undiztribufed halanee of £17,981 10s.

Durving the year hospitals were assisted
tn the extent of £33,495 1s. 7d., whieh in-
cludes the sum of £30,000 set aside to meet
interest and sinking fund on the loan
nmoney used to finanee the ercetion of the
new Perth Hospital.  This amonnt, together
with previous appropriations, Dbrings the
total amount placed to the evedit of g
Treasury trnst aecount for this purpese to
£86,0600,

The Hospital Soeial Serviee, which was
established by the help of the Lotteries
Commission, las received £2977 17s. 10d.
this year. The following orphanages have
reecived alloeations amounting to £7,000
135, 4d :——Anglican Girls’, Swan Boys’, Cas-
tiedare. Clontarf, Parkerville Home, Si.
Joseph's, St. Vineent’s Foundling Home,
R.C.. Orphanage Broomr, Nazareth Honse

Cieraldton.  Maintenanee payment to  or-
phanages is ealenlated upon the basis of 3s
per child  per week.  Other  substantial
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arants during the year ineluded the follow-
ing:—

£ s d.

W.A. Institute snd Industrial
School for the Blind of W.A. 3,000 0 0
Returned Soldiers’ League 2,000 0 0
8t. John Ambulance Association 2,000 0 0
Aborigines Department .- 300 0 0
Tardun Boys’ Farm School 1,000 0 0O
Silver Chain Nursing Association 1,000 0 0
Infant Health Associntion 1346 8 9

Christmas Cheer for Hospitals,
ote. . .. 121810 ©

Thosc Hgures eover in the main the larger
donations wlich have been made from the
lunds of the Lotteries Commission. Thirty-
six institutions and orcanisations other than
hospilals and orphanages have been granied
sums totalling £16,523 85, 11d.; 42 hospitals
bhave been granted £35,495 1s, 7d. in all. In
addition, numerous hospitals and other or-
ganisations have bren promised various
amonnls, totalling €13,612 7. 10d., repre-
sentine pavments up to the 1244 Consulta-
tiwm, which was finalised this week.

T think it ean be said that the Lotieries
Commission is nu institution which would
he sadly missed if at any time its discon-
tinunnee should he decided upon. Vari-
ons hospifals and echaritable institutions
throughont the State bhave come to rely
largely on the donations reeeived by them
from the Comnnission. T think it must be
admitted that, perhaps as the resunlt of the
long expericnee members of the Commission
have in work of this kind, they distribute
{he money available from their funds in a
wayv which givey satisfaction generally to
the various institutions concerned. I trust
that the House will agree to the continuance
at the Commission for another year, and
therefore T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion hy Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh, dr-
hate adjourned.

Houwse adjonraed ul 3.36 pon.




